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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This application has been examined. Claims 1-34 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 

described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Zorber (U.S. Patent Number 5,951,636) in view of Ross (WO 200242860 
A). 

As per claim 1, Zorber disclosed: retrieving header information for 
electronic messages on the post office protocol 3 server to form retrieved header 
information; [Abstract, Fig. 5, step 182, Col. 2, Lines 34-35, Col. 9, Lines 45-58 
and Col. 10, Lines 1-10] presenting a mail list on a display using the retrieved 
header information and the attribute file; [Fig. 5, Steps 184-188, Col. 2, Lines 
35-37] and responsive to a selection of an electronic mail message from the 
mail list, retrieving and presenting the electronic mail message. [Fig. 5, Steps 
190-202, Col. 2, Lines 38-45, Col. 6, Lines 39-67, Col. 9, Lines 45-58 and Col. 
10, Lines 30-33]. 
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Zorber disclosed the invention as claimed. Further, although it has been 
widely known that an attribute file indicating the status (read, unread, flagged 
and so forth) of an electronic message (e-mail) in a mailing system and 
particularly in many client e-mail application, Zorber was silent about 
"updating an attribute file, wherein the attribute file includes an indication of 
whether an electronic mail message has been read;" 

However, as evidenced by the teachings of Ross, it was commonly known 
in the art to update a file indicating status of an electronic mail and 
synchronizing such updates throughout the mailing system in a POPS mail 
application (see Page 22, Lines 1-19 and Page 9, Lines 12-17). 

Thus, it is respectfully submitted that it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make use of 
such a functional feature of keeping the attribute file indicating the status of 
an electronic mail as evidenced by the teachings of Ross and have modified the 
teachings of Zorber in order to facilitate management of messages in electronic 
messaging system. 

As per claims 2 and 19, electronic mail message is retrieved from the 
post office protocol 3 server (Col. 9, Lines 45-58 and Col. 11, Lines 33-37, Col. 
10, Lines 64-67, Zorber disclosed retrieving e-mail messages from POP3 
server). 
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As per claims 3 and 20, electronic mail message is retrieved from a cache 
on the data processing system (CoL 4, Lines 56-63 and Col. 10, Lines 15-24, 
Zorber disclosed retrieving e-mail message from a cache). 

As per claims 4 and 2 1 , wherein the step of retrieving the header 
information retrieves only the header information from the post office protocol 
3 server (Col. 10, Lines 1-24, Zorber disclosed retrieving only the header 
information). 

As per claims 5 and 22, Zorber disclosed: retrieving the header 
information comprises retrieving all parts of the electronic message from the 
post office protocol 3 server (Col. 9, Lines 60-64). 

As per Claims 16, 18 and 33, theses claims have substantially similar 
limitations as claim 1 above, therefore, they are rejected with the same 
rationale. Further, since the already combined teachings of Zorber and Ross 
are performed in a computer system, a communication unit and a memory unit 
connected to a bus system, the memory having therein a set of instructions 
and a processing unit executing the instructions to perform the functional 
limitations was inherently disclosed. See Zorber' s Col. 5, Lines 27-35 and 
Ross's Abstract, describing a computer program, method and a system carrying 
out the invention as claimed. 
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As per claims 6-9 and 23-26, with respect to the rejection applied to 
claims 1 and 18, above, the already combined teachings of Ross and Zorber 
substantially disclosed the invention as claimed. Furthermore, Zorber disclosed 
that the electronic message comprising attachments (Zorber Col. 7, Lines 52- 
65). However, failed to teach filtering a message to selectively save attachment 
from an e-mail message or along with the message, and failed to teach the 
filtering step comparing size and type of the attachment. 

However, as evidenced by the teachings of Ross on page 15, Lines 18-23, 
allowing the user to selectively save an attachment from an e-mail message and 
further perform plurality of functions based on the user's desire to and from an 
e-mail message, the filtering step comparing the size and type of the 
attachment before saving the attachment was known in the art at the time the 
invention was made. See Ross on Page 10, Lines 13-20. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to take the teachings of Ross related to filtering an electronic mail 
and have modified the teachings of modified the teachings of Zorber in order to 
limit and control the size of the e-mail messages and attachments (page 10, 
Lines 18-20). 

As per claim 10, Zerber disclosed: retrieving portions of incoming mail in 
storage in a mail inbox at the post office protocol 3 server, wherein the 
incoming mail is kept in storage in the mail box at the post office protocol 3 
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server (Abstract, Fig. 5, step 182, Col. 2, Lines 34-35, Col. 9, Lines 45-58 and 
Col. 10, Lines 1-10, Zerber disclosed retrieving headers of e-mail messages at a 
POP3 server); presenting a mail list using the portions of incoming mail 
retrieved from the mailbox at the post office protocol 3 server (Fig. 5, Steps 
184-188, Col. 2, Lines 35-37, Zerber disclosed presenting the retrieved headers 
in a form of a list selectable by the end users); retrieving, from the post office 
protocol 3 server, individual messages from the mail inbox at the post office 
protocol 3 server if one of the users selects a message for display (Fig. 5, Steps 
190-202, Col. 2, Lines 38-45, Col. 9, Lines 45-58 and Col. 10, Lines 30-33); 

Zerber substantially disclosed the invention as claimed. However, Zerber 
v^as silent about "filtering the message from the individual messages to a folder 
in a shared directory in the local storage in response to a user request to save 
the message, wherein the shared directory is shared by each user sharing the 
mail account.'' 

An artisan now working with the teachings of Zerber would have been 
motivated to look for teachings that may have allowed further improvements on 
the art of electronic mail process. In these arts, Ross taught a multi-user 
shared e-mail system on a single computer allowing each users to share and 
access the email system having therein plurality of folders for storing received 
e-mails (Abstract) and further taught an incoming mail filters (Page 5, Lines 7) 
enabling multiple users to access a single shared computer to send, receive 
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and store messages (Page 7, Lines 11-13) in a in file folders created by each 
users in the shared e-mail system (as recited in claims 14 AND 31, Page 8, 
Lines 9-13, Page 9, Lines 12-17, Page 11, Lines 3-8, Page 15, Lines 18-23 and 
Page 21, Line 24 through Page 25, Linel2). 

Thus, it is respectfully submitted that it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to take the 
teachings of Ross related to filtering messages to save in different user defined 
folders in the shared environment and have modified the teachings of Zerber 
related to e-mail processing system in order to provide access to various users 
in a production or operational environment with out access to an individual 
computer to share and access their e-mail optimizing the cost associated with 
resources. Page 4, Lines 24-28. 

Claims 17, 27 and 34, have substantially similar limitations as claim 10 
above and they are rejected with the same rationale. Further, since the already 
combined teachings of Zorber and Ross are performed in a computer system, a 
communication unit and a memory unit connected to a bus system, the 
memory having therein a set of instructions and a processing unit executing 
the instructions to perform the functional limitations was inherently disclosed. 
See also Zorber' s CoL 5, Lines 27-35 and Ross's Abstract for all embodiments 
of the invention as combined. 
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As per claims 1 1 and 28, Zorber disclosed the invention as claimed. 
Further, although it has been widely known that an attribute /bookkeeping file 
indicating the status (read, unread, flagged and so forth) of an electronic 
message (e-mail) in a mailing system and particularly in many client e-mail 
application, Zorber was silent about creating a bookkeeping file indicating 
which messages have been viewed and which messages have been deleted and 
synchronizing/ resyncing the. bookkeeping file at a computing device every time 
mail/ e-mail is accessed therein. 

However, as evidenced by the teachings of Ross , it was commonly known 
in the art to update a file indicating status of an electronic mail and 
synchronizing such updates throughout the mailing system in a POPS mail 
application (see. Page 22, Lines 1-19 and Page 9, Lines 12-17). 

Thus, it is respectfully submitted that it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make use of 
such a functional feature of keeping the attribute file indicating the status of 
an electronic mail as evidenced by the teachings of Ross and have modified the 
teachings of Zorber in order to facilitate management of messages in electronic 
messaging system. 

As per claims 12 and 29, with respect to the rejection applied to claims 
10 and 27, above, the already combined teachings of Ross and Zorber 
substantially disclosed the invention as claimed. Furthermore, Zorber disclosed 
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that the electronic message comprising attachments fZorber Col. 7, Lines 52- 
65). However, failed to teach filtering a message to selectively save attachment 
from an e-mail message or along with the message, and failed to teach the 
filtering step comparing size and type of the attachment. 

However, as evidenced by the teachings of Ross on page 15, Lines 18-23, 
allowing the user to selectively save an attachment from an e-mail message and 
further perform plurality of functions based on the user's desire to and from an 
e-mail message, the filtering step comparing the size and type of the 
attachment before saving the attachment was known in the art at the time the 
invention was made. See Ross on Page 10, Lines 13-20. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to take the teachings of Ross related to filtering an electronic mail 
and have modified the teachings of modified the teachings of Zorber in order to 
limit and control the size of the e-mail messages and attachments (page 10, 
Lines 18-20). 

As per claims 13 and 30, Zerber disclosed, retrieving message headers 
from the post office protocol 3 server upon connection of the at least one 
computing device to the post office protocol 3 server; and displaying a list of the 
message headers at the at least one computing device (see Zerber Abstract, Fig. 
5, step 182, Col. 2, Lines 34-35, Col. 9, Lines 45-58, Col. 10, Lines 1-10, Fig. 5, 
Steps 184-188, Col. 2, Lines 35-37). 
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As per claims 15 and 32, wherein the incoming mail is kept in the 
storage at the post office protocol 3 server using a configurable option for the 
post office protocol 3 client (see Zerber Col. 6, Lines 43-66, Zerber disclosed a 
user viewing messages (in-box) stored remotely on the post office system, 
providing the functionality of IMAP4 (storing messages at the server). 
Furthermore, it was commonly known feature to provide a configurable option 
to allow users to leave (save) a copy of the e-mail messages on the server such 
as P0P3 server. For example, Microsoft outlook 2000 ® provides such an 
option when configuring the POP3 server). 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. 

a. Delia et al. (US 6915333 B2) entitled: "Method of managing attached document" 

b. Wakabavashi (US 6785018 B2) entitled: "Internet facsimile terminal apparatus 
and communication method using the same" 

c. Bover et al. (US 671 1609 B2) entitled: "Method and apparatus for synchronizing 
an email client on a portable computer system with an email client on a desktop 
computer" 

d. Halahmi et al. (US 20040024826 Al) entitled" "E-mail proxy" 
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e. Lu et aL (US 20030195936 Al) entitled: "Mail extracting method of handheld 
device** 

f. Schwitters et al. (US 6606649 Bl) entitled: "Application programming interface 
functions for supporting an improved message store for hand-held computers** 

g. Ramachandran et al. (US 200301401 12 Al) entitled: "Electronic messaging 
system and apparatus'* 

h. Cloutier et al. (US 6535586 Bl) entitled: "System for the remote notification and 
retrieval of electronically stored messages" 

i. Bevda et al. (US 6505237 B2) entitled: "Method and system for management of 

message attachments" 

j. Ogushi (US 6505235 Bl) entitled: "Electronic mail system and terminal device** 
k. Pollack (US 6505236 Bl) entitled: "Network- based mail attachment storage 

system and method** 

1. Malik (US 20020065892 Al) entitled: "Method and apparatus for minimizing 

storage of common attachment files in an e-mail communications server** 

m. Fuchigami (US 6393463 Bl) entitled: "Electronic mail communication 

apparatus, electronic mail system, and electronic mail communication method** 

n. Watanabe (US 6327612 Bl) entitled: "Electronic mail transmission with selective 

file attachment** 

NON-PATENT LITERATURE 

o. Gellens et al., "POP3 Extension Mechanism", RFC 2449, November 1998. 

p. Myers at al., "Post Office Protocol - Version 3", STD 53, RFC 1939, May 1996. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Yemane M. Gerezgiher whose 
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telephone number is (571) 272-3927. The examiner can normally be reached 
on 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to* reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David Wiley can be reached at (571) 272-3923. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information' Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 

^emaneM. ^erezgifier 

(patent ^E^mimr, Computer Science 
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